
Dear Members of the Human Services Committee of Connecticut General Assembly: 

 

My name is Ty Fernandes Wrenn, I am a Resident from Waterbury and I am a first-
generation Connecticut resident. 

I stand in support of S.B. 284: AN ACT INCREASING THE AGE FROM EIGHT TO 
EIGHTEEN YEARS FOR AN INCOME-ELIGIBLE PERSON TO OBTAIN MEDICAL 
ASSISTANCE REGARDLESS OF IMMIGRATION STATUS. Expanding access to 
HUSKY up to age 18 regardless of immigration status is an important step in ensuring 
our immigrant community has access to the healthcare we need. But our work doesn’t 
end with expanding access up to age 18; we need to open access to HUSKY and 
healthcare to all immigrants of any age, including parents and adults.  

My mother immigrated here when she was 16. Growing up here and going to school, 
she had a few close encounters with medical emergencies. Her life, in school and 
having to work on the side were on a very precarious boundary, where if she had to 
miss school or work for extended amounts of time due to a medical emergency, it 
would've made a huge difference in how she made her life here for herself and our 
family. Not having healthcare, she would've had to pay an arm and a leg for medical 
costs, putting her back on all her hard work that she was able to accomplish when she 
arrived here, all potentially because of an accident or a medical emergency. Healthcare 
should be available to all, so that the lives they are trying to build for themselves and 
their families are not set back in medical debt, forcing them to struggle their way into 
adulthood. Connecticut should be a home for all, meaning also that we as a state care 
for our residents. The Husky program should be expanded to children up to the age of 
18.  

I support S.B. 284 and I ask the committee to support and pass this legislation. Looking 
forward, I ask the committee to work towards opening access to all immigrants 
regardless of age.  

Thank you for your time, 

Ty Fernandes Wrenn 

he/him/his 

 


